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Editors Bit 
Drake on Tour – Waddling 
‘round London 

Sorry for the long delay 
in getting this edition out 
to you all and apologies 
for the stuff that has not 
been publish either be-
cause it ‘Died’ in the in-
box of my computer, or 
because it was so out of 
date it really was not 
worth putting in .  Please 
do send stuff in for the 
next edition, I think I 
have cleared my in box 
and that they will be 
back on track again. 

A weekend of culture, 
sightseeing and history, 
was how Drake de-
scribed their weekend in 
London during February. 

The visit started with a 
visit to the Palace of 
Westminster, where a 
tour of the Houses of 
Commons and Lords, 
and the other bits that 
no-one knows about was 
completed. Guess which 
Scout almost got ar-
rested by sitting on the 
benches in the Lords! 

The Unit then completed 
a ‘monopoly’ type quiz, 
whilst fitting in visits to 
the London Palladium to 
visit the cast, crew and 
set of the Sound of Mu-
sic, and Downing Street. 
The quiz actually took 
the Scouts to many 
places which are not in 
the game. In this way 
they were able to visit 
the historic and tourist 
areas, as well as other 
more traditional loca-
tions. The Leaders were 
quite impressed that all 
the teams managed to 
complete the quiz, using 

the underground and 
none got lost. Two 
Scouts did however 
have problems with the 
speed of shutting train 
doors – good job the 
Units new mini-bus was 
on hand to collect them 
from the next sta-
tion…………… 

On the Sunday the Unit 
went on the London Eye, 
where Heather Mat-
thews became the first 
member to be invested 
on this attraction. A 
‘happy hour’ was then 
spent playing games 
and such like at Ham-
leys, the largest toyshop 
in the world. 

The Unit stayed at South 
London Scout Centre in 
Dulwich. Unit leader 
Steve O’Grady would 
recommend this to any 
Unit or Troop, as the 
location is outside the 
busy parts of London, 
but is within easy reach 
by train. 

An excellent weekend 
and even the weather 
was kind with sunny blue 
skies and quite warm. 

Special points of inter-

est: 

• Gang Show a great 

success 

• Six summits Launched 

• Training Diary circu-

lated 

• SOLJAM still fundrais-

ing 

• County quiz 

•  
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Solihull Gang 

Show 

Thanks to all of the cast 
and crew who made 
this show a really good 
one and one to be re-
membered.  We had a 
great time putting it on 
and had a great deal of 
nice words said by so 
many people who came 
to see it.  It was very 
nice to have so many 
Members of the original  
show to come back to 
see it and it was espe-
cially nice to see Alan 
and Eileen Hammond 
again after all these 
years. Gang show is 
hoping to have a reun-
ion to see the video 
very shortly.  Please 
watch this space 



FAMILY QUIZ 

100 questions  for 100 years 

 

to SolJam, the Solihull 
contingent to the 2007 
World Jamboree 

at Light Hall School 
Hathaway Road, 

Shirley 

 Saturday 21st April 

7 till 10 (or there-

abouts!) 

 

Scouting is 100 years 
old in 2007 and we 
have 1 question for 
each year (don’t 
worry; only a few are 
about scouting, which 
will be easy to answer, 
the rest will be really 
easy!) 

Teams of 4 – 6 people 

Price £6 per person 

 (Includes fish and 
chip supper) 

If you don’t have a 
team, get yourself a 
ticket, turn up on the 
night and we’ll get you 
into a team 

cash bar, raffle 

admission by ticket in 
advance: 

call Alan Martin  (or 

Barry Jackson  ( 

 

Any surplus from the 
night will be donated 

.Activities – Forthcoming 

Event 

 

22
nd

  Six Summits Challenge 

Sat 5th – Mon 7th  May 2007 

 
This is a 36 mile, 3 day backpacking 
challenge across the six highest 
summits in Shropshire. 

 
It is a team challenge, open to teams 
of from 4 to 7 members between the 
ages of 11 and 18. 

 
The cost is £7 per team member, this 
includes a badge and certificate, 
campsite fees and administration 
costs. Teams must provide their own 
transport to and from the event. 

 
This event has been running now for 
22 years and is very popular 
amongst Scout Troops and Explorer 
Units form Birmingham South (now 
Cole Valley South), Solihull County, 
and also outside of the area. 

 
For further information or an applica-
tion form please contact 

 

John Clayton   

jac.58aa@lineone.net 

Solihull Scout County Advisor  

 

 Roy Clarke  

royclarke@blueyonder.co.uk 

D.S.L.  Blythe District 

         

 

Soljam,  

Solihull’s Jamboree Unit has de-
signed a badge for the Jamboree  

(copy attached). 

The badge is now on sale: Cost 
£2-00. 

The money will support Soljam 
attending the Jamboree. 

Anyone wishing to purchase a 
badge contact Steve or any of the 
Jamboree Unit leaders. 

Steve ‘O 
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2007 Training Diary  Coventry/Solihull/Birmingham/Warwickshire 

Note: Times and/or venue for each are available from normal county contacts except * and ** as indicated over-
leaf. All courses are non-residential unless otherwise stated. Leaders may wish to make camping arrangements 
personally if they prefer. 

Special Contact and application details for Blackwell Court * and Rough Close ** (Modules 16, 17, 18 + 19): 

Blackwell Court *    Kerrie McCann leader.training@tiscali.co.uk or Jean Harmsworth  01788574202 

Rough Close **        Anne Moseley 01217427233 or anne@supman.f9.co.uk 

 

Normal County Contacts for other courses: 

Coventry:  www.coventryscouts.org.uk  or Nigel Stapleton 02476464310 or 07946-516-891 

Warwickshire:  Jean Harmsworth   01788 574202 

Solihull:    anne@supman.f9.co.uk or Anne Moseley on 01217427233 

Birmingham:  Marion Simms on secretary@birminghamscouts.demon.co.uk 

 

 
Date Topic Venue 
Jan 20 Woodbadge Direct Coventry 

Jan 27-28 Mod 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 + 36 Solihull HQ 

Feb 3 Mod 21 Coventry WRURC 

Feb 3 Mod 25 Coventry 

Feb 11 Mod 5 + 7 Warwickshire 

Feb 17 Mod 7 + 36 Coventry 

Feb 26 Mod 25 Birmingham 

Mar 3-4 Mod 20, 22, 23, 24 +26 Coventry 

Mar 3 Mod 13 Coventry WRURC 

Mar 10-11 Mod 5 - 9 +11 - 15 (Residential) Birmingham 

Mar 17-18 Mod 11, 12, 14 + 15 Coventry 

Mar 24 Mod 8, 14 + 15 Warwickshire 

Mar 31 Mod 5, 6, 8 + 9 Coventry 

Apr 7 Mod 17, 18 + 19 Coventry 

Apr 27–29 Mod 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 + 19 Solihull HQ 

Apr 28 Mod 16, 17, 18 +19 (Prep May 18-20) Blackwell Court * 

May 12 Mod 25 Coventry 

May 13 Mod 5, 6, 8 + 9 Coventry 

May 18- 20 Mod 16, 17, 18 +19 (Residential) Blackwell Court * 

Jun 2 Mod 7 + 36 Coventry 

June 23-24 Mod 11, 12, 14 + 15 Coventry 

July 8 Woodbadge Direct Solihull HQ 

Sept 8 Mod 16, 17, 18 + 19 (prep Oct 5-7) Rough Close ** 

Sept 9 Woodbadge Direct Coventry 

Sept 22 Mod 5, 6, 8 + 9 Coventry 

Sept 28-30 Mod 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 + 19 Solihull HQ 

Oct 5-7 Mod 16, 17, 18 +19 (Residential) Rough Close ** 

Oct 13 Mod 25 Coventry 

Oct 13-14 Mod 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 + 36 Solihull HQ 

Oct 13-14 Mod 20 – 26 (Residential) Birmingham 

Oct 20-21 Mod 11, 12, 14 + 15 Coventry 

Oct 20 Mod 11, 12 + 17 Warwickshire 

Oct 28 Mod 5, 7, 8 + 9 Birmingham 

Nov 3 Mod 17, 18 + 19 Coventry 

Nov 11 Mod 5, 6, 8 + 9 Coventry 

Nov 17 Mod 15, 17, 18 + 19 Birmingham 

Nov 18 Mod 11, 12, 13 + 14 Birmingham 

Nov 18 Mod 9, 13 + 18 Warwickshire 

Nov 23-25 Mod 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18 + 19 Solihull HQ 

Dec 8 Mod 20, 22, 23, 24 + 26 Coventry 

County Raffle 
A few weeks ago I advised all Group Scout Leaders 
of the above event,  

so hopefully this will not come as a great shock!. 

My name is Steve O’Grady, I am the Unit Leader 
for Soljam, Solihull’s unit that is 

attending the World Scout Jamboree later this year. 

Over the past 10-months we have been fund-
raising. We are aiming for £40,000 

which is the total cost required to send our Unit to 
the Jamboree. 

We have arranged and completed many fund-
raising events, and have also  

had many prizes ( over 40 ) donated to us. These 
are suitable for raffles.  Rather than just  

raffle these items off at Soljam events, I would like 
to share this ‘prize windfall’  

with the rest of the County, and to be honest raise a 
bit more money towards our  

ultimate target.. 

I have therefore arranged a County Raffle, with 
prizes for each section. The prizes  

vary from family tickets to Cadbury World, Ski les-
sons, USB memory sticks to ruc-sacs  

and outdoor equipment. They will all be suitable for 
the age of the Scout section. 

I am asking that each member of the Scout family 
in Solihull buy a ticket for a £1.00. 

The person is able to identify on the stub, which 
prize draw they wish to enter. 

The draw will be made at the World Record Abseil 
attempt on 

Saturday 24 March in Touchwood. 



April 2007 

Wed 4th    Validation    Training Team County HQ 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

Sat 21st     10 First Response     County HQ 9:30am – 6:00pm  

Sat 28th  16/17/18/19 Nights Away (Preparation Day) Regional  Blackwell Court, BHam 

27th – 29th  11 Administration (Section Leaders)  Training Team County HQ 

27th – 29th 12 Providing a balanced Programme  Training Team 

27th – 29th 13 Growing the Movement  Training Team 

27th – 29th 14 Young People Today   Training Team 

27th – 29th 15 Challenging Behaviour   Training Team 

27th – 29th 17 Activities Outdoors   Training Team 

27th – 29th 18 Practical Skills   Training Team 

27th – 29th 19 International   Training Team 

May 2007 

Mon 14th   1 Essential Information   Training Team 3rd Solihull 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

Mon 21st    3 Tools for the job   Training Team 3rd Solihull 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

18th – 20th  16/17/18/19 Nights Away (Weekend) Regional  Blackwell Court, BHam 

June 2007  

Sat 9th  Validation     Training Team 3rd Solihull 9:00am – 1:00pm 

Sat 9th  10 First Response      County HQ 9:30am – 6:00pm 

July 2007 

Sat 7th   1 Essential Information    Training Team County HQ 9:00am – 11:00am 

Sat 7th  3 Tools for the Job    Training Team County HQ 11:30am – 1:30pm 

Sun 8th   Woodbadge Direct    Training Team County HQ 9:30am – 5:00pm 

September 2007 

Sat 8th 16/17/18/19 Nights Away (Preparation Day) Regional  Rough Close, Coventry 

Fri 14th   Validation    Training Team County HQ 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

28th – 30th  11 Administration (Section Leaders)  Training Team County HQ 

28th – 30th 12 Providing a balanced Programme  Training Team 

28th – 30th 13 Growing the Movement  Training Team 

28th – 30th  14 Young People Today   Training Team 

28th – 30th 15 Challenging Behaviour   Training Team 

28th – 30th 17 Activities Outdoors   Training Team 

28th – 30th  18 Practical Skills   Training Team 

28th – 30th  19 International   Training Team 

October 2007 

Fri 5th  1 Essential Information   Training Team County HQ 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

Sat 6th   10 First Response     County HQ 9:30am – 6:00pm 

5th – 7th   16/17/18/19 Nights Away Weekend  Regional  Rough Close, Coventry 

Wed 10th  3 Tools for the Job   Training Team 3rd Solihull 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

13th – 14th 5 Fundamental Values of Scouting  Training Team County HQ 

13th – 14th 6 Changes in Scouting   Training Team 

13th – 14th 7 Valuing Diversity   Training Team 
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Solihull County Training Team  Adult Training Diary 2007 

Start Times are prompt – Finish Times are approx 

Leaders must have completed Modules 1 – 3 before progressing to further modules. 

Places must be booked at least 3 weeks before the Course Date. 

To book on a course, call Anne Moseley  

Full detail are all on the County Web site Solihullscoutcounty.org.uk 



National Swimming Success 

Editor 
Andy Moore 
Solihull 

West Midlands 
 

Email: Solscoutnews@aol.com 

Find Us on the web at;- 
Solihullscoutcounty.org.uk 

For Solihull Scout County 

Information for the next edition to be 

submitted by the end of April 2007 

Solihull's Sea Scouts brought home some swimming silverware last 

weekend after competing in the Royal Navy Swimming Champion-
ships at HMS Raleigh in Cornwall.  Twelve young people from 4th 

Knowle Sea Scout Group competed against over three hundred Sea 
Scouts from around the UK.  Sea Scout Will Salloway won silver in 

the under 12 backstroke, whilst bronze in the under 14 medley relay 

was taken by Sea Scouts Matt Davis, Matt Jones, Jamie Morgan. 

 The weekend was action packed with a range of other activities in-

cluding training in high speed powerboats normally used by the Royal 

Navy to intercept drug runners around the world.  Sixteen year old 

Watch Leader Ant Krstic said, "this is the third time we've attended 
the gala, and each year we improve, but the competition is still very 

fierce!  The squad did really well and we had a great weekend; we'll 
soon be in training for next year".  

On Saturday 24 March 
2007, Solihull Scouts 
will attempt to set world 
records relating to: 

Highest indoor abseil 

Most people completing 
an indoor abseil 

The event is taking 
place in John Lewis car-
park Touchwood, Soli-
hull. 

Although the event is 
being coordinated by 
Soljam the Solihull Jam-
boree Unit, the event is 
a Scouting event. 
Would you like your 
Unit to be involved on 
the day? You could 
sponsor a member to 
do the event, we will 
need loads of help on 
the day with administration, crowd control advertising etc: You might 
just wish to come a hurl abuse! The county team are also using the 
event to recruit adults and youngsters to the movement, so there are 
many ways to get involved. Anyone from your Unit can come along 
and help, get involved in the event and become part of a world re-
cord team. 

I have attached a flyer and below is a link to the web-site. At this time 
this e-mail is only to establish which Units are interested in getting 
involved. 

If you have any questions or wish to discuss this further please 
speak to me or any of the Jamboree Unit leaders. 

the web-address is:     http://www.theabseil.org.uk/ 


